
BOAT DOSSIER · CAN I LOOP?

Example — 2004 Mainship 400 Trawler
$189,000 · Example boat · delete it once you add your own

Not yet
CAN IT LOOP?

gates need verifying

40–96%
MATCHES YOU

19 of 47 pts earned; 26 pts still
unanswered

0%
VERIFIED

0 confirmed · 17 stated

Could clear the Loop — but the gates aren't verified yet. Anything
marked Unresolved needs measuring, not deciding.

The three numbers above are the whole idea: can this boat physically do the Loop, how well it fits your requirements,

and how much of that is actually verified versus just claimed. The detail is on the pages that follow.

START HERE — ASK THE BROKER OR OWNER

•  Has a separate engine / mechanical survey been done — not just a boat-and-systems survey? If so, can I see it?

•  What ground tackle is aboard — anchor type and weight, and how much rode? Has it held well for you, and
where?

•  Which 6LY exactly — 6LYA, 6LY2 or 6LY3, and which rating suffix? The one family name covers ten-plus distinct
variants, and the records only mean something once the engine is identified.

•  When was the exhaust mixing elbow last inspected or replaced — and with what, the factory casting or a stainless
aftermarket elbow? It's a known service part on these engines; if it's been done there's a receipt.

•  Ask whoever does the engine survey to measure blowby and give you the number against the engine's spec — it's
the standard test of internal condition, and a number beats an impression.
…and 24 more, in full on the last page.



Can it physically do the Loop?

Gate Status This boat Loop limit

Air draft (lowerable) under VERIFY — 19'6"

Water draft (loaded) under PASS — unverified 3'8" 5'0"

A gate marked “PASS — unverified” clears the limit on a number nobody has confirmed yet — measure it before you rely
on it.

How it matches what you want

Requirement This boat Your limit Pts Source

Has it Generator Yes — 3/3 Stated · listing

Below Heads 1 2 0/2 Stated · listing

Meets Staterooms 2 2 3/3 Stated · listing

Has it Thruster (if single engine)

bow thruster:
yes · stern
thruster: not
stated

— 2/2 Stated · listing

Has it Anchoring system / windlass Yes — 2/2 Stated · listing

Has it GPS / chartplotter Yes — 1/1 Stated · listing

Has it VHF radio Yes — 1/1 Stated · listing

Has it Depth sounder Yes — 1/1 Stated · listing

Exceeds Fuel range adequate 350 mi 250 mi 1/1 Stated · listing

Exceeds Fresh water capacity (gal) 130 120 2/2 Stated · listing

Meets Holding/waste tank (gal) 40 40 2/2 Stated · listing

Has it Radar Yes — 1/1 Stated · listing

Not stated in the listing — this is your ask-list (nothing here counts against the score; each answer moves it)

Ask Automatic bilge pump (float switch) not stated — +3 — ask the seller

Ask Master head separate shower stall not stated — +3 — ask the seller

Ask Multi-zone heat + AC not stated — +3 — ask the seller

Ask Shore power with battery charger not stated — +3 — ask the seller

Ask Anchor rode is mostly chain not stated — +2 — ask the seller

Ask
Board from the stern without a
ladder

not stated — +2 — ask the seller

Ask Full canvas or cover not stated — +2 — ask the seller

Ask Lower helm is usable not stated — +2 — ask the seller

Ask Remote boat monitor not stated — +2 — ask the seller

Ask Washer/dryer not stated — +2 — ask the seller



Ask AIS not stated — +1 — ask the seller

Ask Autopilot not stated — +1 — ask the seller

12 of your 24 requirements weren't stated in the listing — a quiet listing, not a missing feature, and worth 26 points
between them. Answer the top ones first: they move the number most. Every one is phrased for you under “Ask before you
make an offer”.

Your personal limits

Your own dealbreakers — separate from the Loop's physical limits and from the match score above.

Requirement This boat Your limit

Has it Diesel power Yes —

Within Price at or under $189,000 $200,000

Within LOA at or under 41.3 ft 50 ft

Extras it also has: Total berths 4. (Nice-to-haves — they don't affect the match score.)

Your leverage — stated, but not yet confirmed

17 things the seller or listing claims that no one has verified. Each is something to confirm, hold them to, or negotiate on
before you buy — not a fault, a checklist.

STATED — CONFIRM BEFORE YOU BUY

•  Water draft (loaded) under: 3'8" (your limit 5'0") · listing

•  Diesel power: Yes · listing

•  Price at or under: $189,000 (your limit $200,000)

•  LOA at or under: 41.3 ft (your limit 50 ft) · listing

•  Generator: Yes · listing

•  Heads: 1 (your limit 2) · listing

•  Staterooms: 2 (your limit 2) · listing

•  Thruster (if single engine): bow thruster: yes · stern thruster: not stated · listing

•  Anchoring system / windlass: Yes · listing

•  GPS / chartplotter: Yes · listing

•  VHF radio: Yes · listing

•  Depth sounder: Yes · listing

•  Fuel range adequate: 350 mi (your limit 250 mi) · listing

•  Fresh water capacity (gal): 130 (your limit 120) · listing

•  Holding/waste tank (gal): 40 (your limit 40) · listing

•  Radar: Yes · listing

•  Total berths: 4 (your limit 3) · listing

What the numbers add up to

Computed from what's already on this page — nothing here is estimated, and the arithmetic is shown so you can check it.



About 86 hours a year (1,900 hours ÷ 22 years)
Rate and recency beat the total. That's regular use, which is generally a better bet than a low-hours boat that has been
sitting.

Checked against the published record and matching: length overall (41.3 ft), beam (14.2 ft), draft (3'8"), fuel capacity (300
gal), water capacity (130 gal).

What we know about this model

Findings about this hull family, not about this particular boat — carried from owners, documents and measurements, each
tagged for how far it goes. Confirm anything that would change your offer.
These come from the engine, the builder, or boats of this type — they are not confirmed on this particular hull. Verify
anything that matters to you.

The published numbers

FACT  ·  About this model

41'4" LOA, 14'2" beam, 3'8" draft, 24,000 lb; 300 gal fuel, 130 water.
The boats.com sea-trial spec box. The '400' name undersells the length: slips and haul-outs price the 41'4".

src: boats.com sea trial (Tom Thompson)

From owners

CLAIM  ·  About this model

The 8 kW Kohler generator in the lazarette is a tight fit to service
An owner of a 2005 400 reports that the top of the generator can't be reached with the sound shield on, and the coolant
cap is hard to reach even with it off because of the deck overhead. The owner's workarounds: unbolt the generator, which
is held by two bolts, so it can slide or pivot out as far as the fuel and exhaust lines allow, or cut an access hole in the deck
above the coolant cap and fit a watertight deck plate. Reported at about 850 hours on the generator.

src: Owner report: an owner of a 2005 Mainship 400 Trawler (Oct 2026)

Engines

FACT  ·  About this model

Five single options (Cat, Cummins, Yanmar; 315 to 385 hp) or twin Yanmar 240s.
Bow thruster was standard with singles and optional with twins. Which drivetrain a hull carries changes handling, draft,
protection and the support story, so identify it first.

src: boats.com sea trial

FACT  ·  About this model

Single-engine hulls carry a full keel extending to a skeg that protects the running gear and rudder.
A real point in the single's favor on a route with skinny water and debris. Twins trade that protection for redundancy and
dock manners.

src: boats.com sea trial

PATTERN  ·  About this model

Tested singles ran about 9 knots on roughly 8 gph, so it's a ~1.3 mpg boat.
Two independent professional tests land within tenths of each other (boats.com: 7.9 gph at 9 knots, ~394 nm on 300
gallons; Yachting: 8.1 gph at hull speed). These are test-day figures on the 385 Cat single. Plan legs on measured burn
for this hull, but the scale is honest.

src: boats.com sea trial + Yachting review, independently

https://www.boats.com/reviews/sea-trial-mainship-400-trawler/
https://www.boats.com/reviews/sea-trial-mainship-400-trawler/
https://www.boats.com/reviews/sea-trial-mainship-400-trawler/
https://www.boats.com/reviews/sea-trial-mainship-400-trawler/


Tanks and systems

FACT  ·  About this model

Two aluminum fuel tanks, mounted outboard.
Aluminum tanks have no fixed expiry, so inspect them rather than assume. Outboard placement decides what inspection
access looks like on this hull.

src: Yachting magazine review

Your move: Sight the tank bottoms and their outboard mounting areas at survey.

How to read this model

Calibration, not findings — what a number means here, which reputations not to import, where the paperwork questions
live. Read these before weighing anything above.

Air draft

CONTEXT  ·  About this model

No professional review publishes a bridge clearance for this model.
Neither the boats.com sea trial nor Yachting's review states one, and listing figures scatter (12'8" to 16'4" mast-down
have both appeared). A folding radar mast was a factory OPTION, so hulls genuinely differ. Height figures are stated
often and confirmed rarely; on this model there isn't even a stated factory number to argue about.

src: boats.com options list (folding radar mast)

Your move: Establish what this hull carries aloft, whether the mast folds, and tape-measure everything-up before
planning any fixed-bridge leg.

Engines

CONTEXT  ·  About this model

Yachting noted a transition-speed flat spot between 1800 and 2100 rpm.
Semi-displacement behavior: she's happiest at displacement speed or committed above it. Worth feeling for on the sea
trial.

src: Yachting magazine review

Tanks and systems

CONTEXT  ·  About this model

The generator lives aft under the cockpit in its own compartment.
Good for noise at anchor; check it where it actually is: the afterdeck hatch, not the engine room.

src: boats.com sea trial + Yachting review

Livability

CONTEXT  ·  About this model

Two staterooms and one head, plus a reportedly spacious engine room even with the largest single.
boats.com found easy all-around access to every service point on the 385-hp single. Don't import other Mainships'
engine-room reputations in either direction; open the hatch on this hull.

src: boats.com sea trial

https://www.yachtingmagazine.com/mainship-400-trawler/
https://www.boats.com/reviews/sea-trial-mainship-400-trawler/
https://www.yachtingmagazine.com/mainship-400-trawler/
https://www.boats.com/reviews/sea-trial-mainship-400-trawler/
https://www.boats.com/reviews/sea-trial-mainship-400-trawler/


Buying

CONTEXT  ·  About this model

Mainship has been an orphan brand since 2012.
The Luhrs Marine Group (Mainship, Silverton, Luhrs) filed for bankruptcy in 2012, having ceased powerboat production
that January. The hulls didn't change; the parts-and-support questions are the standard orphan homework, and the owner
community is large.

src: Trade Only Today, 2012

CONTEXT  ·  About this model

The record is quiet. We count that as a finding and state its limits.
In the professional reviews we've opened (the boats.com sea trial, Yachting's review) and the owner discussion gathered
since, no recurring mechanical defect pattern has surfaced for the 400 the way one has for some contemporaries. That is
an absence in what we've searched, not a guarantee about any hull. Individual boats fail surveys for individual reasons.
The model's loudest open items are the unpublished air draft and the predecessor 390's separate record.

src: scope: the sources this profile cites, searched through 2026-09

Ask before you make an offer

https://tradeonlytoday.com/manufacturers/luhrs-marine-group-files-for-bankruptcy-protection/


FOR THE BROKER OR OWNER

•  Has a separate engine / mechanical survey been done — not just a boat-and-systems survey? If so, can I see it?

•  What ground tackle is aboard — anchor type and weight, and how much rode? Has it held well for you, and
where?

•  Which 6LY exactly — 6LYA, 6LY2 or 6LY3, and which rating suffix? The one family name covers ten-plus distinct
variants, and the records only mean something once the engine is identified.

•  When was the exhaust mixing elbow last inspected or replaced — and with what, the factory casting or a stainless
aftermarket elbow? It's a known service part on these engines; if it's been done there's a receipt.

•  Ask whoever does the engine survey to measure blowby and give you the number against the engine's spec — it's
the standard test of internal condition, and a number beats an impression.

•  The predecessor 390 has documented quirks. Ask whether this generation shares them rather than assuming
either way.

•  Can you reach a midship cleat without leaving the helm?

•  Does the swim platform hold water?

•  Are the bilge pumps automatic on float switches, and how many?

•  Does a handrail run the full length of the side deck, bow to stern, on both sides — or does it stop at the cabin?

•  Does the master head have a separate shower stall?

•  Does it have heat as well as A/C throughout (not just reverse-cycle)?

•  Do a keel, skeg, or prop pockets sit below the props and rudders, or does the gear hang exposed? Ask for a
haul-out photo of the underbody rather than a yes.

•  Does she have shore power with a battery charger or inverter/charger aboard?

•  Is there a door beside the helm that opens onto the side deck?

•  Is the master berth a walk-around queen?

•  How much chain is on the anchor rode, and how much line?

•  Photograph the transom from the dock. Are there molded steps or a swim-platform stair, or is it a vertical ladder? If
it's a ladder, ask a metal fabricator what a bolt-on stainless stair would cost on that specific transom before you rule
the boat out.

•  Is there a full cover or camper canvas for leaving her parked outside between trips?

•  Is there an inverter aboard — and was it factory or owner installed? If owner installed, who did the wiring, and is
there an invoice?

•  Are there cleats set up for locking — bow, midship and stern, both sides?

•  Is the lower helm one you'd actually run from — visibility, heat and air — or is it really a flybridge boat?

•  Is there a remote monitoring system aboard — battery, bilge, location alerts — and which one?

•  Is there a washer/dryer aboard?

•  What electronics are actually installed, and how old are they — chartplotter, VHF, depth, radar, AIS, autopilot?

•  Are the side decks covered, and how wide are they for line handling?

•  Is the second head a wet head, or does it have its own shower stall?

•  Does it have any roll stabilization — gyro, fins or paravanes? (Trim tabs don't count.)

•  What's the actual air draft with the arch, radar, and antennas lowered?

What to feel for on the sea trial

The rest of this brief you can look up, ask about, or measure. This you can't. How she handles and how she feels to live on
are things you only learn aboard, not off a page. So these are questions to answer for yourself, not answers we'll invent for
you.

One caveat before the list: you rarely get to pick the day. Most sea trials happen in whatever weather turns up. That's
usually calm, which is exactly when a hull behaves its best. If you don't get real water, don't score the motion questions as
passed. Write down what the day could NOT tell you and treat those as still open, the same way an unverified number



stays unverified in the rest of this brief. If motion matters to you and the day is flat, make your own water rather than hoping
for a second outing. Run circles across your own wake to get her beam-on, and head for the roughest water the day offers
while you're still out there. Brokers will grant a second sea trial to re-check a fault, not to re-check a feeling. And ask the
owner directly how she behaves beam-on to a two-foot chop.

UNDERWAY: HOW SHE ACTUALLY BEHAVES

•  Beam-on to the swell: does she roll easy, or snap back hard? A quick, jerky roll is what wears people out over a
season. You can't read it off a spec sheet.

•  Quartering and following seas: does the stern wander, does she bow-steer, how much wheel does it take to hold a
line?

•  Take your hands off the wheel for ten seconds at cruise. Does she track, or immediately fall off?

•  Run at the speed you'll ACTUALLY do the Loop: the efficient cruise you'd hold for hours, not wide open. Note the
noise, the vibration, and whether she's happy there.

•  Watch the trim through the RPM range and note any speed where she squats, porpoises, or won't settle. Every
hull has speeds it likes and ones it doesn't; find this one's.

•  Stabilization not stated on the listing, so ask whether she has any (gyro, fins or paravanes; trim tabs don't count).
Either way, pay close attention beam-to and judge the roll for yourself.

AT THE HELM: YOU'LL BE HERE SIX HOURS A DAY

•  Sightlines: can you see the bow, and the corners you'll need when docking?

•  Seat, wheel and throttle geometry: standing AND sitting. A helm that only works standing gets old by Kentucky.

•  Can you hold a normal conversation at cruise RPM? If not, that's every day of the trip.

•  Where does the sun land, and where would you actually sit when it rains?

•  Autopilot not stated on the listing, so ask. If there isn't one, hand-steering a long day is a real workload, so watch
how she tracks.

CLOSE QUARTERS: LOCKS AND DOCKS

•  Prop walk: which way, and how much? You'll use it in every lock.

•  Reverse: does she stop where you expect, and back predictably?

•  Practice holding station in a crosswind. That's the lock wall.

•  Stand where you'd handle lines. Can you reach a lock wall from there, and get back to the helm?

•  Single screw: prop walk and thruster authority carry the whole docking picture. Test them in wind before you fall in
love with the layout.

AT REST: WHERE MOST OF THE HOURS GO

•  Roll at anchor, and how she reacts to a passing wake. This is the difference between sleeping and not.

•  Genset and A/C noise from inside the berth, not from the dock.

•  Sit in the saloon and imagine three rainy days. Does the space still work?

How to read the numbers: Verified counts only facts confirmed to a real source (you, a document, a measurement, a survey) — a seller's or
listing's word counts as stated, not verified. That's the point: this reflects what's been checked, not what's been claimed.

How to read the confidence tags

FACT verified to a source

CLAIM stated, unconfirmed

PATTERN common to the model — verify on this hull



QUESTION confirm before an offer

CONTEXT how to read the boat

This is a screening dossier — not a marine survey, sea trial, or inspection. Get the survey; confirm
anything that matters to you.

Know something we got wrong?

If you've owned one, surveyed one, or run one, tell us — it improves the research for everyone looking at this model, and
you choose whether it's credited to you.

Write to support@caniloop.net

Built with Can I Loop? · https://www.caniloop.net · support@caniloop.net
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